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Hello fellow Communication and Design students, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Semi Annual General Meeting of the Ryerson Communication and 
Design Society. Halfway into our fourth operational year, there has never been a more exciting time to be a 
student at the Faculty of Communication and Design or part of the RCDS. 

Everyday I am overwhelmed by the passion, ambition and creativity of FCAD students. There is no other school 
in Canada that cultivates the same caliber of talent that FCAD students produce. Although we are comprised of 
diverse and dynamic programs we are all united in our ability to tell stories. As a collective of creatives we spread 
narratives that uplift, critique and comment on the world around us. Regardless of the medium - camera, stage, 
or installation - FCAD students are here to share unique perspectives and tell stories through our work. 

The RCDS was created to elevate the talent of FCAD students through professional, collaborative and academic 
initiatives. We leverage the inspiration of each school by producing large scale collaborative and professional 
projects and supporting student driven ventures. Students are searching for chances to grow, create and build 
at a professional level, and it is our responsibility to ensure that every FCAD student who is looking for these 
opportunities has access to them. If a student wants to build their own cross collaborative project, attend a 
creative conference or build their professional network, the RCDS strives to ensure they will be as successful as 
possible.

Looking forward, I cannot wait for what the rest of this year has to offer and what innovative ideas FCAD students 
will think of next. Thank you to the Faculty, to every student leader and to the entire membership without whom 
the RCDS would be nothing. 

With gratitude, 
Braelyn Guppy 
President | Ryerson Communication and Design Society

HELLO AND WELCOME



HELLO
WE ARE THE
RYERSON COMMUNICATION &
DESIGN SOCIETY,

BUT YOU CAN CALL US THE RCDS.

The Ryerson Communication and Design Society (RCDS) is a student-
led society that represents all full-time undergraduate students within the 
Faculty of Communication and Design (FCAD). The RCDS was started 
for students, by students, with the goal of uniting all programs in FCAD. 
We provide collaborative programming and networking opportunities 
that allow students to forge new relationships, gain industry contacts and 
learn new skills that will last a lifetime.
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ACADEMIC
Focusing on education beyond 

simply fulfilling academic 
requirements

PROFESSIONAL
Creating networks with industry 
and generating experience that 
will make students stand out to 

employers

COLLABORATIVE
Developing multi-faceted skills and 

connections by enabling cross-
disciplinary projects that replicate 

the collaborative nature of the 
creative industries

WE HAVE 3 PILLARS

1. 
2.
3.
4.
5.

We put students first

We are constantly evolving

Creativity is our strength

Together, we achieve more

Our passions are genuine

AND FIVE CORE VALUES
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THE RCDS IS MADE UP OF:
7 EXECUTIVES, 7 COMMITTEES,
9 DIRECTORS...
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9 COURSE UNIONS 11 STUDENT GROUPS
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THE TEAM
7 execs,

9 directors,
1 honorary,

7 committees,
1 board.
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BRAELYN GUPPY / PRESIDENT
president@rcdsonline.ca

SAMUEL JACOBS /
VICE PRESIDENT, CORPORATE RELATIONS
vp.corporate@rcdsonline.ca

Sam is a third-year New Media student, 
interested in creating new experiences for 
all. Sam is really looking forward to building 
amazing industry connections and strong 
corporate sponsors for the year. He can’t 
wait to help create professional development 
opportuntities for FCAD students. He is also 
the executive producer of the 40th annual 
TARA Awards. You can commonly find him 
serving zesty thai food on bloor street.

Braelyn is a fourth year Professional 
Communication student minoring in Acting 
and Dance studies. She has been working 
alongside Ryerson students and student 
groups for the past 3 years. Braelyn has 
been part of the RCDS as the Professional 
Communication School Director and as an 
Honourary Board Member. She is extremely 
excited for the incoming year with such a 
dream team! This year, she hopes to increase 
creative collaborations between the 9 schools 
in FCAD and student projects with an increased 
emphasis on student voices and peer-to-peer 
mentorship opportunities. She can’t wait to 
continue supporting the incredible initiatives 
and ideas that FCAD student to bring forward!

What have you done:
• Started developing programming with Adobe, Inkbox and 

Sandbox
• Expanded our partnership with CF Eaton

What are you doing:
• Focused on in-kind sponsorship & industry partners for our 

conference
• Focusing on student engagement through 5 days of give-aways. 
• Developing traditional partners for our CU’s & SG’s 

Goals:
• Create lasting partnerships that focus on FCAD students
• Assisting CU’s & SG’s in developing partnerships

What have you done:
• Planned and supported Student Group Leadership Retreat for 

all student leaders in the Faculty of Communication and Design 
• Met with all Directors and SG/CU Presidents

What are you doing:
• Relationship building with other society Presidents/Societies 

across Ryerson 
• Building relationships internal to FCAD and collaborating with 

the Deanery to support students 
• Reviewing the role of Directors on the Board 
• Looking forward to building a professional network of industry 

as a support network for all 9 schools
• Supporting ongoing initiatives in FCAD and across campus 

through meetings and networking
• Building better transitioning procedures into policy to ensure 

that there is consistency throughout the years

Goals: 
• Building a network of mentorship across all 9 schools 
• Trying to cultivate a more supportive and positive student 

leadership environment opening up a constant feedback 
loop, open door policy in the office, and having President’s 
meetings/checkins 
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EMMETT CHARUCK /
VICE PRESIDENT, MARKETING
vp.marketing@rcdsonline.ca

SYDNEY WONG / 
VICE PRESIDENT, FINANCE
vp.finance@rcdsonline.ca

Sydney is a fourth-year Professional 
Communication student. She is really 
excited to work with the RCDS team as 
the Vice-President of Finance. Sydney 
is passionate about elevating student 
ideas, opinions, and creations. She makes 
beautiful illustrations on her down time.

Emmett is a fifth year Image Arts 
Photography student. During his five years 
at Ryerson he has actively been involved in 
the school community working on the Image 
Arts Course Union, StyleCircle and now 
the Ryerson Communication and Design 
Society. Emmett believes FCAD students 
are some of the most passionate, creative 
and innovative individuals out there. He 
wants to help students make connections, 
build their ideas and ultimately achieve their 
goals.

What have you done:
• Developed the 2017-2018 master budget
• Funded over $30K of Student Projects
• Offered consistent office hours to the FCAD membership
• Offered consistent Funding Consultations on a weekly basis for 

students
• Closed all accounts from last fiscal year

What are you doing:
• Creating Finance Infographics
• Committee Hiring for W2018
• Working with SGs/CUs to develop a greater financial 

understanding

Goals:
• Ensure the project funding pool is used up
• Leave $40K in carry-over for next year’s team
• Ensure a 5-business day turnaround for funding conclusions 

and cheques
• Ensure a 2-week turn around from the time funding process
• Increase Financial Literacy throughout FCAD
• Hire a committee
• Implement Expensify for W2017
• Keep open communication with FCAD membership to inform 

students of important deadlines

What have you done:
• Successfully helped promote COLOUR ME FCAD, our 

Orientation week - increased our social media reach with many 
new incoming students following our platforms

• Worked with our Vice President Communications to update and 
redo our website

What are you doing:
• Laying the ground work for many upcoming social media 

campaigns and initiatives to help promote the RCDS, FCAD 
and student work - end goal is to increase our reach, notifying 
students, staff and outside partners what our organization is 
and what it has to offer

• Such examples include: 5 Days of giveaways, FCAD features, 
apparel, School Director specific campaigns

• Currently beginning the planning of the conference with the 
Vice President Events on the marketing front with graphics and 
our brand guidelines for it

Goals:
• Getting out Insta to 1000 followers and our Facebook to 3000
• Support my team members 
• Support for students and student groups, whether marketing 

related things or not.
• Increase visibility among the student body
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FIONA KENNEY / 
VICE PRESIDENT, EVENTS
vp.events@rcdsonline.ca

WILLIAM FRASER /
VICE PRESIDENT, ADMINISTRATION & OPERATIONS
vp.admin@rcdsonline.ca

Fiona is a fourth year Creative Industries 
student specializing in interior design, and 
spent three years on the Creative Industries 
Course Union (CICU). Outside of school, 
Fiona works at the Ryerson Image Centre 
and teaches at the design museum. She 
wants to go to grad school for design theory. 
Her favourite movie is Freaky Friday. Or 
maybe Edward Scissorhands. There are 
a lot of movies to choose from. Between 
studying for the GRE, she’s really looking 
forward to building a sustainable conference 
for FCAD.

Will is a 4th year Professional 
Communication student who is minoring 
in marketing. This is his third year on 
the RCDS having served on the finance 
committee, and the board of directors in 
previous years. He has also served on his 
course union, the RSU, and the Ted Rogers 
Management Conference over the past 
3 years. He is excited to take on this role 
that has so much potential. Being able to 
help the RCDS become more accessible 
and operationally effective are his two main 
goals for the upcoming year. He wants 
to see engagement with the RCDS grow 
and have students engage in positive 
experiences with the society.

What have you done:
• Hired a fantastic committee and street team
• With the help of the BOD and my committee, put together a 

successful orientation week with increased engagement from 
the last two years

• Offered three nights of incredibly well-attended alternate 
programming

• With the help of the marketing team and our pal Raven Lam, 
designed Colour Me FCAD merch that students are excited to 
wear (and upper years want to buy!)

• Worked with course unions and student groups to ensure a 
cohesive orientation week

What are you doing:
• Working on the Ryerson Communication and Design 

Conference 2018
• Planning workshops to connect with CU’s and SG’s and offer 

events support however I can!
• Working with Street Team Leads to plan student appreciation 

days
• Consult groups to help them execute events as needed
Goals:
• Continue with the value of accessibility through the Conference
• Execute a Conference that both works towards the FCAD 

Dean’s Office goals and satisfies the needs of FCAD students
• Focus the Conference vision to strengthen and elongate the 

impact
• Continue to support Course Unions and Student Groups in every 

way I can

What have you done:
• Planned the SAGM
• Working alongside Sydney Wong to publish meeting minutes
• RSVP option for board meetings

What are you doing:
• Hired committee
• Planned BOD meetings
• Started a full governance review 
• Created new chapter for bylaws (shout out to Eviee)
• Audited student groups
• Relaunched FCADNow 
• Worked with CU’s Admin’s

Goals:
• Finish full governance review
• Better facilitate relationships between RCDS and SG’s
• Run a successful election
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KELLY KITAGAWA /
VICE PRESIDENT, COMMUNICATIONS
vp.communications@rcdsonline.ca

ANGELO PILEGGI /
DIRECTOR, SCHOOL OF PERFORMANCE
rsp.director@rcdsonline.ca

HAYDEN JULES /
DIRECTOR, SCHOOL OF IMAGE ARTS
ima.director@rcdsonline.ca

Hayden is the director for the School of 
Image Arts for this year. She is a fourth 
year photography student who loves 
landscape photography. Outside of that she 
is also a lifeguard and swimming instructor, 
a vegetarian, and someone who almost 
always has a book on hand. She is very 
excited for this upcoming year, and all of 
the wonderful things that come along with 
it. She is honoured to be the voice of the 
school of Image Arts, and looks forward to 
doing her best to represent the students 
and their needs.

Angelo is a 4th year Production student 
in the School of Performance. He’s 
very excited to connect Students of 
Performance to other students within FCAD 
this year. Each program has so many 
opportunities for the individual Program’s 
students, but he hopes to begin bridging 
the gap between the these opportunities 
and give each student in FCAD the same 
experiences to move forward in their post-
secondary education.

Kelly is a 4th year RTA Media Production 
student, with a Transmedia Specialty and 
a concentration in Television and Video 
Production. She spent 3 years on the 
Course Union for RTA School of Media 
Students, is a youtuber, and an Associate 
Producer at the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation. She’s obssessed with making 
sure the world knows how talented the 
students of FCAD are, and making sure 
everyone feels included.

What have you done:
• Recruited a committee
• Met with Directors in regards to CU/SG Communication
• Met with CU/SG Presidents regarding communication practices
• Collaborated on the EDI Mandate
• SAGM Publication
• Updated Website 

What are you doing:
• Building communication policies
• Building more connections with Student Affairs @ Ryerson
• Onboarding my committee
• Determining a strong workflow with Marketing Committee
• Create stakeholder meetings for internal/external partners

Goals:
• Making sure the RCDS is creating positive yet critical 

messaging for FCAD Students
• Fostering an environment of Peer Mentorship for FCAD Student 

Leaders
• Keeping everyone in the loop
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DANIEL GOELZ /
DIRECTOR, SCHOOL OF FASHION
fsn.director@rcdsonline.ca

TIANNA RENO /
DIRECTOR, SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM
jrn.director@rcdsonline.ca

JAKE BENAIM /
DIRECTOR, RTA SCHOOL OF MEDIA 
rta.director@rcdsonline.ca

TAYLOR STONE /
DIRECTOR, SCHOOL OF PROFESSIONAL 
COMMUNICATION
cmn.director@rcdsonline.ca

Taylor Stone is super excited to be 
representing ProCom as the Professional 
Communication School Director in her 
fourth and final year at Ryerson. She’s 
learned a lot from other student groups 
she has been a part of like ASB, TEDx and 
REC and can’t wait to bring that insight 
to the table. Her goal for this year is to 
create more opportunities for the students 
of ProCom as well as work to unite the 
schools of FCAD together to create more 
possibilities for collaboration.

Tianna is in her third year of journalism. 
She is the social media coordinator for 
Journalists for Human Rights at Ryerson 
University. Her academic interests revolve 
around lifestyle reporting, social justice 
issues and entertainment news. She hopes 
to become a broadcast journalist. She’s 
excited to be apart of the RCDS this year, 
and can’t wait to start this new journey with 
such a great team. What she wants to do 
this year is maintain a relationship between 
her school and the RCDS keeping students 
updated with opportunities and events. 

Jake is a second year Media Production 
student in the RTA School of Media at 
Ryerson. When he’s not perusing the latest 
BuzzFeed videos or drinking an obscene 
amount of coffee for an 18 year old, he’ll be 
off somewhere enjoying media in any one 
of its forms. He’s excited to be a part of the 
board this year to develop more student 
projects from within the school community. 
He wants to encourage cross-disciplinary 
projects amongst FCAD students and 
connect students to more outlets to have 
their work seen! 

Daniel is a 3rd year fashion design student 
originally from Vancouver, BC, and he’s 
very excited to be your RCDS Fashion 
Director for the upcoming year! This year 
he’s hoping to focus mainly on the subject 
of mental health within the school of 
fashion, as well as how to equip students 
with the tools necessary to effectively 
implement a healthy work-life balance. 
Essentially, he wants to help facilitate 
everyone’s wellbeing and academic 
success in any way possible!



RCDSonline.ca | 16

JODY MITCHELL /
DIRECTOR, SCHOOL OF GRAPHIC 
COMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT
gcm.director@rcdsonline.ca

AMANDA ROSS /
DIRECTOR, SCHOOL OF INTERIOR DESIGN
sid.director@rcdsonline.ca

BRANDON SCHWARTZ /
DIRECTOR, SCHOOL OF CREATIVE INDUSTRIES
cri.director@rcdsonline.ca

Jody is a fourth year Graphic 
Communications Management student 
completing her minor in Marketing. 
Currently on the Graphic Communications 
Management Course Union (GCMCU) 
she is spending her last year close to the 
GCM fam. Over the past 3 years Jody 
has been involved with RADmag, Xplor, 
and the RCDS finance committee. Jody 
is excited to be apart of the RCDS board 
this year, and she can’t wait to see more 
collaborations between the nine FCAD 
schools! 

Brandon Schwartz is a second year 
Creative Industries student who moved 
from Montreal in order to attend Ryerson 
University. He is proud and excited to be 
serving as the Creative Industries School 
Director on this year’s RCDS board. This 
year he is also lucky to be working as the 
President of the Ryerson Musical Theatre 
Company. As Creative Industries Director, 
Brandon will strive to create and promote 
exciting opportunities as well as expand 
on resources available to his fellow CI 
students for all of their creative works and 
endeavours.

Amanda Ross is a fourth year Interior 
Design student. She hopes to bring more 
awareness to Interior Design students 
about the resources and events that the 
RCDS offers. She is hopeful that more 
and more Interior Design students will take 
advantage of the many opportunities being 
part of a community like FCAD offers. 
Amanda is really passionate about helping 
others and wants to be a resource for any 
Interior Design student who is looking to 
be more involved or wants to learn more 
about the RCDS and what we do for FCAD 
students. 

PAULINA GUSCIORA /
HONORARY BOARD MEMBER
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COMMITTEES

EVENTS / RCDC
Hillary Berrisford,
Logistics Manager

Ysabelle Ferrer,
Administration Manager 

Grace Li,
Delegate Relations Manager 

Rachel Yen,
Industry Relations Manager

CORPORATE
Currently vacant

COMMUNICATIONS
Daniella Altobelli,
Public Relations Manager

Rabia Tahir,
Student Affairs Coordinator

Ria Kapoor,
Social Editor

Alexis Perikleous
Web Editor

ADMINISTRATION & OPS
Taylor Alderdice,
Operations Manager

Sabrina Ly,
Operations Manager

Evie Brooks,
Special Projects Manager

Julia Mastroianni,
Special Projects Manager

Michelle Nguyen,
Secretary

Zahraa Hmood,
Student Group Liaison

FINANCE
Andres Herrera,
Accounts Payable Administrator

MARKETING
Angela McLean,
Social Media & Marketing 

Coordinator

Duaa Zahra,
Social Media & Marketing 

Coordinator

Japnaam Kaur,
Graphic Designer

Iva Pivalica,
Graphic Designer

Pegah Peivandi,
Photographer

Ninoshka Pais,
Videographer

Tayner Murdock,
Videographer

Kassandra Gascho,
Videographer

STREET TEAM
Nastia Lukoyanov, 
Street Team Lead 

Eboni Branch,
Street Team Lead

RCDS COMMUNITY
Currently vacant
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RCDS RESOURCES
STUDENT GROUP SUPPORT  
As a student group within the RCDS umbrella, 
you deserve to be provided with the resources 
you need to succeed. This can include funding, 
connections within and external to Ryerson, 
mentoring and event planning assistance. For 
more information about the kind of support 
available, or to become a student group, please 
contact William at vp.admin@rcdsonline.ca.

FUNDING
Whether it is an event your student group is 

hosting, a conference you’d like to attend, or a 
project that you want to create, FCAD students 

are ambitious and we want to help you succeed. 
These ideas can be expensive to execute which 

is one of the biggest reasons why the RCDS was 
formed. We provide financial support to help bring 

these ideas to life. For more information on the 
funding process, please contact Sydney at

vp.finance@rcdsonline.ca.
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
In FCAD, we’re lucky to have so many 
passionate student groups and course unions. 
They all do an excellent job offering both 
program and interest-focused networking.The 
RCDS strives to support student-run initiatives 
that focus on professional development in 
and outside of the classroom, in any way 
that we can. Through our own events, we 
act as a bridge between all FCAD programs. 
This year, we will present our first Ryerson 
Communication and Design Conference 
(RCDC), which will celebrate the talents of our 
whole faculty. Check out our social media and 
website for more information on how we can 
support you!

RCDS ELECTIONS 2018
Info sessions: Jan 22 - 26
Nomination period: Jan 29 - Feb 4
Campaigning: Feb 8 - 13
Voting: Feb 14 - 16
More information to come

WHO YOU GONNA CALL?
Want something on our social media: media@rcdsonline.ca
Want to pitch for money or get funding help: vp.finance@rcdsonline.ca
Need corporate/sponsorship help: vp.corporate@rcdsonline.ca
Want to create a student group, submit a motion or ask a policy based 
question: vp.admin@rcdsonline.ca
Event help: vp.events@rcdsonline.ca
Marketing assistance: vp.marketing@rcdsonline.ca
Media requests: vp.communiations@rcdsonline.ca 
President: president@rcdsonline.ca
All other inquiries: info@rcdsonline.ca

Documents, updated information and social media requests:
rcdsonline.ca
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